There are many different varieties of abkhazian honey:
chestnut, lime, citrus, mountain, flower, may, eucalyptus.
The priority in the development of beekeeping is its focus on
exports. The total production of honey is more than 800 tons
per year. The main trade takes place in the holiday season,
because honey is very popular among tourists.
Animal Industry and Fisheries.
Livestock breeding is represented
mainly by meat and milk directions
and is oriented to the domestic
market. In winter, the Republic
provides population per 100% meat and milk products, and in the
holiday season only 40%,
due to the increase in
population. Abkhazians
also produce different kinds
of cheese such as suluguni (also smoked)
and dairy fresh cheese. Abkhazian cheeses
are distinguished by their original flavoring
properties. The new milk factory, equipped
with new Russian-Italian
equipment was put into
operation. The factory
produces milk, cheese and
yogurt. Products supplied to
the domestic market.
The country is represented with
sea and river fishing. In
reservoirs of forest, lowland
areas and on the coast of the
Black Sea are found fish
species as: trout, anchovy, chub, barbel, beluga, stellate sturgeon, sturgeon,
herring, perch, salmon, shark katran, catfish, carp, plaice, skate, walleye, mullet and
others. A large number of anchovy is extracted from the Black sea. Local and foreign
companies can obtain more than 30 tonnes of anchovy in a year. For about 60% is
processed, the rest of the product is exported. Such products as fish meal and fish oil
could be derived from anchovy. Abkhazia exports more than 8 tons of fish meal and
fish oil annually.
There is a Trout farm in Abkhazia, which has the small fish hatchery. The Hatchery is
located in a very favorable environment: the water river is always clean and bright,
and has its constant temperature of 9-13 degrees. On the factory territory there are
15 trout
p o n d s ,
pools with
orange-fin,
vats with
fingerlings.
T o t a l
production in the year is up to 35 tons.
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Republic of Abkhazia

Agriculture of Abkhazia

The Republic of Abkhazia is traditionally an agricultural country. This was facilitated by the unique soil
and climatic conditions of the country. The nature of Abkhazia is magnificent and diverse,
harmoniously combining the Caucasus mountains and the Black sea coast.
Throughout the fifty kilometers from the Black sea coast to the Caucasus mountain ridge can be
traced all climatic zones - from humid subtropical to the eternal snow and glaciers.
The unique climate and the fertility of the soil, create favorable conditions for the production of almost
all types of agricultural products. Traditional industries are citrus, horticulture, viticulture, horticulture,
apiculture. In the complex terms of socio-economic development the priority is given to the agroindustrial complex. Grapes, citrus orchards, the area for planting a variety of fruit, farm, fish farms
and poultry farms are gradually being restored. Construction of plants for the processing of
agricultural products for future sales on the territory of Abkhazia and
beyond, are provided by the plan. Citrus, fruit, wine, hazelnuts and other agricultural products are
one of the key export items.
Citrus.
Сitrus is one of the priority sectors of agriculture of the
Republic of Abkhazia. There is grown mandarins (including
tangerines and satsumas), oranges, lemons, limes,
grapefruits, and citrus hybrids, such as clementines,
wilkings. The history of citrus in Abkhazia starts from XVIII
century, when the first planting lemon had appeared. Grow
oranges began with the 40-ies. XIX century, and tangerines
were imported from Turkey hundred years ago. Citrus fruits
which are grown in Abkhazia, have high adaptability to a
variety of local soil and endurance to cold. It is well known that citrus fruits have a wide range of
healing properties and a large supply of vitamins. Mandarins from Abkhazia are as good as citrus
from other countries on the healing and beneficial properties. They are environmentally friendly and
mature much earlier. In the General structure of exports, citrus occupies the leading place (for
export is about 80% of the harvest). The main exported
species – Mandarin is very popular, especially for the New
Year holidays. The gross harvest of citrus per year is from
30 to 50 tonnes.
Viticulture and Winemaking.
According to rough estimates, the history of the Abkhazian viticulture began a few
thousand years BC. After the Middle East Abkhazia - the second area, which
showed signs of the oldest wine-growing culture. It is confirmed by finding pitchers
with the remnants of grape seeds detected in the dolmens, dating from the period of
early Bronze Age. According to the Greek historian Xenophon and Strabo, Rome
supplied wines produced in Abkhazia from local grape varieties. Occupying a
significant place among the traditional activities of the Abkhaz peasants, viticulture has begun to acquire an industrial
character from the XIX century. Prior to the beginning of the twentieth century in Abkhazia grew about 60 species of local
grapes. However, once in Abkhazia was introduced American class «Isabella», characterized by high crop capacity,
ruggedness, local varieties are
gradually disappearing, and now are
not used in the production of wine.
New European (France, Italy) grapes
("Bremen", "Cabernet", "Cabernet
Franc", "Sauvignon Blanc", "Cabernet
Sauvignon", "Merlot", "Vernaccia",
"Pinot Noir", etc.)

used in producing fine wine and champagne, are currently grown in Abkhazia. Wine production is a leader in the commodity
structure of exports; each year there is exported about 8.5 million bottles of wine. Now the prospect of the industry is
associated with the activities of commercial enterprises "Wines and Beverages of Abkhazia" and "Abkhazian drinks and
Co", who resumed the production of well-known Abkhazian wines, champagne and cognac. The companies have its own
vineyards, which provide the production of high-class raw materials. Their factories are fitted with modern equipment for the
full production cycle, meeting all the international standards. There is an original mix of modern, high-tech production of
wine with an ancient manual production house, based on folk traditions. Abkhazian wines are multiple winners in
international competitions and exhibitions. This is a confirmation to the high quality of Abkhazian wines.
Gardening.
A great variety of fruits grows in Abkhazia. Apples, pears, peaches, figs, grapes, nuts, kiwi, pineapple guava, loquat,
pomegranate, persimmon, melons, watermelons grow in abundance in the
gardens. At present, the whole territory of Abkhazia is laid by orchards. Apple
seedlings brought from the Tyrol, is undersized and high-yielding varieties
"Golden rendes", "ion-golden ',' Gala ',' Idared 'and' redchiv." Walnut seedlings,
feijoa, figs, kiwi and persimmons are grown in a special nursery created by
Research Institute of Agriculture Science Academy of Abkhazia. In Abkhazia
grows several varieties of nuts, such as nut - hazelnuts (forest), walnut, pecan.
Pecan has similar taste with a walnut, is mainly used for the preparation of the
national
dishes
from fish
a n d
chicken. Feijoa has come to Abkhazia from Brazil. It
is the only fruit which can compete in content of
iodine with seafood. It should be noted that the
composition of tropical fruit contains exactly
soluble iodine compounds that are perfectly assimilated by the body.
Persimmon is derived from the Middle and Northern China, it was first introduced in Sukhum
in 1889.
It is an indispensable product in the treatment of cardiovascular diseases. Dried fruits on
flavouring qualities are not inferior to dried apricots, dates and little
string figs. In the humid subtropical Black Sea coast of the persimmon
is widespread and was second after citrus. Eaten fresh or dried, and
as a raw material for the distillation of alcohol.
Kiwi - an exotic fruit that began cultivated in Abkhazia recently. Kiwi
was introduced into Abkhazia about 30 years ago and obtained second homeland here.
Physicians believe that kiwi fruit is a vitamin bomb. He is particularly rich in vitamin C. In recent
years, this culture has gained considerable popularity, and it began to
grow actively in private farms and in industrial plantations. Scientists
Agricultural Research Abkhazia in 2011, brought five new varieties of kiwifruit. The first results
of the fruits were not typical; fruits were without the exemplary bloom.
The fig is a subtropical fruit tree. Figs is used in fresh, dried or canned form. Jam and
marmalade can be made from the fresh fruit. Fresh figs contain protein, sugar and acid. In
addition, figs contain more iron than apples do. There are a lot of vitamins, minerals and
potassium in figs. Useful properties allow to widely use the figs in folk
medicine.
Export of fruit per year is: persimmon - to 2-2.5 tonnes, feijoa - up to
600 tons, Walnut -1.5 thousand tons -52 tons of kiwi.

Horticulture.
We can`t imagine any world kitchen without vegetables. Potatoes, beets,
carrots, onions, garlic, cabbage, hot pepper and bell peppers, beans, laurel,
herbs, grains are grown in the country. Maize takes a larger share of grain
harvesting. Maize appeared in Abkhazia in the early
17th century. Here is prepared a national cool corn
porridge from corn flour-abysta. As well as being
grown in a large number of herbs, their dried,
crushed and prepared aromatic mixtures and spices
are used for different dishes. The most famous
condiment cuisine is traditional abkhazian adjika,
this "brand" is already well known outside of their
"homeland", the Abkhaz spicy and flavorful
seasoning is the pasty mass of red pepper, salt, herbs (fresh and dried) is added to almost every
dish. Adjika is used not only for preparing food, but also as a seasoning to such prepared dishes as
meat, fish e t.c. Abkhazian people can eat it even with some
desserts, like melon. Classical Abkhazian adjika is cooked
by rubbing all the components by the special stone, but
because of its popularity,
nowadays adjika began
producing by the industrial way, using special equipment.
Today the main manufacture, exporting the adjika is LTC «AbkhazProduct». The
volume of adjika, produced by «AbkhazProduct» amounts to more than 100 tons
per year. All of their products are exported.
Essential oil crops are in abundant in Abkhazia as well. The
most widely used crops are: laurel, geranium, basil,
eucalyptus, jasmine, rose essential oil, tung. Laurel is one of
the exports. Laurel leaf has a pleasant spicy odor and bitter
taste. It does not lose its flavor at long storage. The leaves
have long been used as a traditional spice. In large quantities they are used in the food and canning
industry, in the preparation of pickles. All parts of the laurel contain essential oil, tannins, resins,
bitterness. The content of essential oil in the leaves of laurel reaches 3-5.5%, the fruit - up to 1%.
The essential oil is used in veterinary medicine, soap production, cosmetics, confectionery
industry.
Beekeeping.
The beekeeping in Abkhazia has a long history. Honey and wax
are always in great demand on the international market, so
beekeeping has always been an important sector of the economy.
Abkhazian honey had international recognition and is widely used
as a high-value and treatment product in ancient times and was exported to countries such
as Ancient Greece, Asia Minor, etc. There are more than two thousand different honey plants
in Abkhazia. There are about 128,000 bee colonies. The secret of Abkhazian apiaries lies in
the fact of existence of local gray mountain bee abazyanka, that is known throughout the
world by its high productivity, peacefulness and other
valuable qualities. It has a long proboscis, which
allows her to gather nectar from even the most deep
flowers. Abkhazian honey can`t be compared with
any other honey because of its exceptional taste and
healing qualities. In Abkhazia, there are no industrial zones, that`s why the
abkhazian honey is ecologically clean product. The only public organization uniting
beekeepers of Abkhazia is "Association of Beekeepers of Abkhazia". In 1995 it
became a member of the International Association of Beekeeping Congress
"Apimondia" in Lausanne (Switzerland) and was accepted into the international
community of beekeepers.

